JORGE MERA & VILLEGAS

(Formerly Orlando Cruz Franco and R.O. Senior, S.A.)

CALLE VIRIATO FIALLO NO. 60, ENSANCHE JULIETA
SANTO DOMINGO, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Telephones: +809 227-7001 / 05 / 09 / 13 / 16

Fax Number: +809 227-7119

Email: r.senior@codetel.net.do

URL: http:/ /www.jmv.com.do

U.S. Mailing Address: AP-003997, 8532 NW 66Th Street

Miami, Florida 33166, United States

Telephone: (305) 436-1197

Santiago, Dominican Republic Office: Calle 16 de Agosto No.99, P.O.

Box 860. Telephone: +809 582-8115. Fax Number: +809 581-8171.
Banking, Commercial, Civil, Adoptions, Administrative, Corporate, Construction, Labor Law, Criminal Law, Trademarks, Copyrights, Patents, Electronic Commerce, International Arbitration, Litigation, Foreign Investments, Franchising, Free Zones, Privatization, Taxes and General Practice.

MEMBERS OF FIRM

ORLANDO CRUZ FRANCO (1925-1957).  

RAFAEL O. SENIOR (1920-1980).  
SALVADOR JORGE BLANCO 

Practice Areas: 

Banking Law

Privatization

Constitutional Law

Criminal Law

Civil Law

Corporate Law

Litigation

Born in Santiago, Dominican Republic, July 5, 1926; Admitted to Bar 1950, Dominican Republic. Education: University of Santo Domingo (Doctor of Law, cum laude, 1949); Central University of Madrid (Master of International Law, 1951); Pontificia Universidad Católica Madre y Maestra (Doctor Honoris Causa, 1983); University of South Carolina (Doctor Honoris Causa, 1984) University of Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico (Doctor Honoris Causa, 1986). Author: "Formularios en las Vías de Ejecución" (Formularies in the Attachments Procedures), 1969, Capeldom; "La unidad de jurisdicción analizada en el ejercicio de la acción pública y la acción civil" (The unity of jurisdiction analyzed in the exercise of public and civil actions), 1986, Mograf; "Ponencias" (Conferences), 1981, Mograf; "Justicia y Prensa" (Justice and Press), 1985, PUCMM; "El Asilo Político" (The Political Asylum), 1985, Corripio; "Relaciones Internacionales" (International Relations), 1986, ONAP; "Temas para la prensa" (Themes for the Press) 1986, M&L; "Batallas Nacionales" (National Battles), 1986, Edita Libros; "Duarte, Espaillat y Hostos" (Duarte, Espaillat and Hostos), 1986, Mograf; "Archipiélago de intereses" (Archipelago of interests), 1986, San Rafael; "Por la Democracia" (For democracy); "Metas y Logros" (Goals and Success), 1986, Corripio; Discursos Presidenciales, I, II, III y IV (Presidential Speeches), 1986, ONAP. Lecturer, Civil and Criminal Law, Pontificia Universidad Católica Madre y Maestra, 1970-1976. Former Attorney General of the Dominican Republic, 1965. Former President of the Bar Association of Santiago, 1973 and 1975. Former Senator, Dominican Republic, 1978-1982. Former President, Dominican Republic, 1982-1986. Member: Dominican Republic Bar. LANGUAGES: Spanish.

VICTOR M. VILLEGAS 

Practice Areas: 

Intellectual Property Law

Corporate Law

General Litigation

Born in San Pedro de Macorís, Dominican Republic; Admitted to Bar 1947, Dominican Republic. Education: University of Santo Domingo (Attorney at Law 1947). Professor of World Literature and History of the Literature in Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo. Professor of Intellectual and Industrial Property at the Law School of Pontificia Universidad Católica Madre y Maestra (PUCMM), concentration on Business Law Master. Former President of Dominican Association of Intellectual Property. Active Member of the Language Academy of the Dominican Republic. President of the Dominican Writers Association. 1982 National Award of Poetry. Hispano America Award of Literature. Appearing at the International Poetry 1985, of the University of Colorado. Permanent Candidate to the National Literature Award. 2000 National Literature Award. Writer of 10 Books of Literature and Poetry. Member: Dominican Bar Association. LANGUAGES: Spanish.

ORLANDO JORGE MERA

Practice Areas: 

Corporate Law

Trademarks

Patents

Banking Law

International Law

Labor Law

Taxation Law

Litigation

Arbitration Law

Copyrights

Privatization

Born in Santiago, Dominican Republic, November 22, 1966; Admitted to Bar 1991, Dominican Republic. Education: Pontificia Universidad Católica Madre y Maestra (Licentiate in Law, summa cum laude, 1991). Author: "The Interamerican Human Rights Commission," 1989, Law Review, PUCMM; "To a fundamentation of the credit cession as a collateral," 1991, Law Review, PUCMM; "The flexible account," 1992, Business Law Review; "The copyright Protection," Judicial Gazette, 1993; "Intellectual Property," column, Judicial Gazette, 1997, 1998, 1999. Co-Author: "The Bork Nomination: Notes of Comparative Law," 1987, Law Review, PUCMM; "Trademark Jurisprudence," Judicial Gazette, 1992. Author: “Intellectual Property Rights in the Dominican Republic”, 1999. Member, Editorial Board, Pontificia Universidad Católica Madre y Maestra Law Review, 1985-1988. Executive Director, Fundación Ulises Francisco Espaillat, 1990. Co-Editor, "Informarca," Bulletin of the Intellectual Property, 1992. Coordinator of Permanent Commissions, Dominican Republic Senate, 1999. President of the Dominican Institute of Telecommunications with rank of Secretary of State (2000-)*. Member: Dominican Republic Bar; Inter-American Bar Association; Dominican Intellectual Property Association; International Trademark Association; Inter-American Association of Industrial Property.(Managing Partner, Santo Domingo Office). LANGUAGES: Spanish, English and French. Email: jmv.ojm@codetel.net.do.

* Under License Due to Public Duties.

PATRICIA VILLEGAS DE JORGE

Practice Areas: 

Licensing

Franchising

Industrial Designs

Sale Agency Agreements

Counterfeiting

Unfair Competition

Corporate Law

Civil Law

Foreign Investments

Patents

Trademarks

Copyrights

General Litigation

Born in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic; Education: Pontificia Universidad Católica Madre y Maestra (PUCMM-Attorney at Law, magna cum laude; Master in Business Law; Institut Catholic de Paris. Author: several articles related to Intellectual Property Law: “La falsificación de marcas famosas en República Dominicana- El caso de las marcas de tabaco” Gaceta Judicial 2001; “La Propiedad Industrial y la clasificación de Niza sobre Bienes y Servicios” Gaceta Judicial 2002; “La Propiedad Industrial y la protección a las marcas famosas”-Gaceta Judicial 2002; Professor of Intellectual Property Law at the Pontificia Universidad Católica Madre y Maestra of Santo Domingo; Secretary of the Asociación Dominicana de la Propiedad Intelectual, Inc. (ADOPI); Member: Dominican Bar Association; International Trademark Association (INTA); Inter American Association of Industrial Property (AIPPI); Law Firms of the Americas (LFA); LANGUAGES: Spanish, English and French. Email: jmv.pvj@codetel.net.do.

ASSOCIATES

GLORIA VILLEGAS DE PRIETO

Practice Areas: 

Patent

Industrial Designs

Trademarks

Born in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic; Education: Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo (UASD 1980). Architect. LANGUAGES: Spanish and English.

DILIA LETICIA JORGE MERA 

Practice Areas: 

Family Law

Civil Law

Born in Santiago, Dominican Republic, December 21, 1970; Admitted to Bar 1994, Dominican Republic. Education: Pontificia Universidad Católica Madre y Maestra (Licentiate in Law, 1994); Counsel Minister Assistant in charge of Women, Boys, Girls and Adolescents Section of the Foreign Affairs of the Dominican Republic; Member: Dominican Republic Bar. LANGUAGES: Spanish and English. Email: jmv.dljm@codetel.net.do.

ROSA BATLLE JORGE 

Practice Areas: 

Labor Law

Immigration

Civil Law

Construction Law

Corporate Law

Born in Santiago, Dominican Republic, April 12, 1958; Admitted to Bar 1980, Dominican Republic. Education: Pontificia Universidad Católica Madre y Maestra (Licentiate in Law, cum laude, 1980). Assistant, Legal Council to the President, Dominican Republic, 1982-1984. Former Consul, Dominican Republic, Montreal, Canada, 1984-1985. Former Consul, Dominican Republic, Tokyo, Japan, 1986. Member: Dominican Republic Bar. LANGUAGES: Spanish and French.

ALFONSO MENDOZA RINCÓN 

Practice Areas: 

Criminal Law

Civil Law

Corporate Law

Litigation

Born in La Vega, Dominican Republic, January 26, 1967; Admitted to Bar 1991, Dominican Republic. Education: University of Pedro Henríquez Ureña (Licenciate in Law, 1991). Member: Dominican Republic Bar. LANGUAGES: Spanish.

JUAN MANUEL UBIERA HERNÁNDEZ 

Practice Areas: 

Civil Law

Corporate Law

Banking Law

Labor Law

Taxation

Free Zones

Litigation

Born in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, November 24, 1969; Admitted to Bar 1992, Dominican Republic. Education: Pontificia Universidad Católica Madre y Maestra (Licenciate in Law, magna cum laude, 1992). Member, Editorial Board, Pontificia Universidad Católica Madre y Maestra Law Review, 1990-1991. Member: Dominican Republic Bar; Law Firms of the Americas (LFA). LANGUAGES: Spanish and English. Email: jmv.jmu@codetel.net.do.

CARMEN PRIETO VILLEGAS

Practice Areas:

Copyrights

Patent

Industrial Designs

Trademarks

Born in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic; Education: Pontificia Universidad Católica Madre y Maestra (PUCMM-Attorney at Law); University of Alicante, Spain (Magister Lvcentinvs: Magister in Industrial and Intellectual Property and Technology of the Internet). LANGUAGES: Spanish and English. Email: jmv.cpv@codetel.net.do.

CAROLINA MARTÍNEZ HOEPELMAN

Practice Areas:

Patent

Industrial Designs

Trademarks

Born in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic; Education: Pontificia Universidad Católica Madre y Maestra (PUCMM-Attorney at Law); La Sorbonne University, Paris, France (LLM in International, French and European Business Law). LANGUAGES: Spanish, English and French. Email: jmv.cmh@codetel.net.do

PARALEGALS

GISELLE REYES RAMlREZ, born in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. Education: Universidad Católica de Santo Domingo (UCSD). LANGUAGES: Spanish, English, French and Italian. PRACTICE AREAS: Trademarks; Patents; Franchising; Licensing. Email: r.senior@codetel.net.do

GINA VALCONI MARRA, born in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. Education: Pontificia Universidad Católica Madre y Maestra. LANGUAGES: Spanish, English, Italian and French. PRACTICE AREAS: Trademarks.

PABLO ASENCIO, born in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. Education: Pontificia Universidad Católica Madre y Maestra (PUCMM). LANGUAGES: Spanish and English. PRACTICE AREAS: Trademarks; Patents.

REPRESENTATIVE CLIENTS

Amway Corporation; Campbell's Soup Company; Beech-Nut Nutrition Corporation; Stirling International Civil Engineering, Ltd; The Pillsbury Company; Haagen-Dasz Brands, Inc.; Samsung Corporation; TruServ, Corp.; PriceSmart, Inc.; Regal Ware, Inc.; Badia Spices, Inc.; Grupo Financiero Popular, S.A.; Banco Popular Dominicano, C. por A.; Banco Intercontinental, S.A.; Distribuidora Corripio, C. por A.; Cereales en General, C. por A.; Isidro Bordas, C. por A.; Mercantil Importadora & Exportadora Kawas, S.A.; Asfaltos del Caribe, S.A.; Steakhouse Cafe, S.A.; Gomas Nacionales, C. por A.; Pisos y Techados Torginol, C. por A.; Manuel González Cuesta Sucs., C. por A.; Helados Bon C. por A.; Euromotors, C. por A.; Luminex, S.A.; Caribex Dominicana, S.A.; Centro Cuesta Nacional, C. por A.; Peter Luger, Inc.; Royal Vacances, Inc.; Empresas La Famosa, Inc.; Coors Brewing Company; Kellogg Company; The Procter & Gamble Company; American Home Products Corporation; E & J Gallo Winery; Telefónica, S.A.; American Standard Company; Kentucky Fried Chicken; International Holdings; Curacao Trading Company Netherlands; The British Petroleum Company; The Polo Lauren Company; Wendy's International; The Dial Corporation; Glaxo Group Limited; Frank B. Behn; Reckitt & Colman (Overseas) Limited; Wolf, Greenfield & Sacks; Pennie & Edmonds; Allied Domecq, S.A.; Ares-Serono, S.A.; Inversiones Centroamericanas, S.A.; Italpasta, S.p.A.; J.C. Penney Company; Katzarov, S.A.; Hard Rock Limited; Dr. Willmar Schwabe Arzneimittell; Burberry Limited; Compu-Mark; Thomson & Thomson; Computer Patent Annuities; Master Data Center.

